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mothers; she would have said conscientious whores,
but she was not willing to disoblige me, for really in
this case I was not a whore, because legally mar-
ried, the force of my former marriage excepted.

However, let me be what I would, I was not come
up to that pitch of hardness, common to the profes-
sion ; I mean, to be unnatural, and regardless of
the safety of my child, and I preserved this honest
affection so long, that I was upon the point of giv-
ing up my friend at the bank, who lay so hard at
ine to come to him, and marry him, that there was
hardly any room to deny him.

At last my old governess came to me, with her
usual assurance. Come, my dear, says she, I have
found out a way how you shall be at a certainty
that your child shall be used well, and yet the peo-
ple that take care of it shall never know you.

0 mother, says I, if you can do so, you will en-
gage me to you for ever.    Well, says she, are you
willing to be at some small annual expense, more
than what we usually give to the people we contract
with ?    Ay, says I, with all my heart, provided I
may be concealed.    As to that, says she, you shall
be secure, for the nurse shall never dare to inquire
about you, and you shall once or twice a year go
with me and see your child, and see how 'tis used,
and be satisfied that it is in good hands, nobody
knowing who you are.

Why, said I, do you think, that when I come to
see my child, I shall be able to conceal my being
the mother of it ? do you think that possible ?

Well, says she, if you discover it, the nurse shall
be never the wiser : she shall be forbid to take any
notice; if she offers it, she shall lose the money
which you are to be suppposed to give her, and the
child be taken from her too.

1  was very well pleased with this; so the next